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INTRODUCTION

What we’re covering:

• What was discussed at our last session in 

May

• Heating and ventilation systems in your 

homes

• Why certain options have been discounted

• Designs of kitchens and bathrooms

• Next steps for the application
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Key questions and themes of feedback raised:
• Presenting examples of kit being used and why options had been 

ruled out

• Not to make Old Barnsbury a ‘guinea pig’ for concepts

• Costs to residents / leaseholders

• Want to see fixed proposals rather than more options

• Want to ensure new systems don’t cause disruption for residents

PREVIOUS SESSION

Key questions and themes of 
feedback raised: 

• Presenting examples of kit being 
used and why options had been 
ruled out 

• Impact on homes  

• Move away from gas 

• Costs to leaseholders 

• Exterior appearance 

• Phasing & disruption

Thank you to everyone that attended our recent events, 
where we talked about the proposed energy and 
sustainability works for Old Barnsbury.

Our drop-in session at the 
Barnsbury Community Centre

Newlon’s ambitions are to make your homes more energy efficient, by improving insulation, installing 
sustainable non-gas heating systems, and having well ventilated homes.

It was great to hear everyone’s thoughts on some of the options that we’ve been 
considering and learn more about your priorities for your homes. You can find a 
summary of the sessions overleaf.

Missed the sessions? 
View the information at www.betterbarnsbury.org.uk or by scanning the QR code.

Want to send in feedback? 
Email best@newlon.org.uk or call 020 3234 2221.

Scan to visit 
the website
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H2

Air Source Heat Pumps

About 3 times more efficient 
than a gas boiler

Equipment within each home is 
similar size to a boiler

Central plant room with pipes 
distributing to each home

Larger radiators may be 
required

Ground Source Heat Pumps

Very efficient

Limited space within Old 
Barnsbury to lay underground 

pipes

Expensive to install (ruled out on 
New Barnsbury)

District Heating Network

Considered an efficient option

Requires infrastructure to 
connect into wider network (e.g. 

King’s Cross)

No guarantee of the network 
using zero carbon fuel

Hydrogen

Low efficiency

New technology that is not yet 
available

Government suggests it will not 
be widely used for residential 

buildings

Instant Electric 

Small equipment within each 
home

Minimal distribution pipes 
needed

Similar efficiency to a gas boiler

Newlon are considering this 
option

Solar Panels

Impacted by the angle and 
orientation of the roofs

Can help supplement electricity 
use, either for residents of 

common areas

Newlon are considering this 
option
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PREVIOUS SESSIONEMERGING PROPOSAL

Following the last consultation event 
we have been refining the proposal. 

This has been developed with the 
team of technical consultants and 
has been presented to Islington 
planners.

We now have a preferred option 
which includes the following items:

• External wall insulation 

• Improved windows and doors 

• Mechanical ventilation  

• Electric heating and hot water 

• New kitchens and bathrooms 

• Improvements to access 
walkways 

• Potentially solar panels



1 - Existing brick wall 2 - Add insulation 3 - Brick slips are applied 4 - Pointing mortar

INSULATION

KEY

  External wall    
  insulation

Benefits of external insulation:

• Better performance  

• Minimal impact to residents 

• No loss of floor space within homes

Proposal: 

• Rigid insulation fixed directly to the 
external brickwork 

• Brick ‘slips’ tiled onto the insulation 
to replicate the appearance of the 
building 

• Brick slips are thin, lightweight 
bricks that are easy to install  
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PREVIOUS SESSIONINSULATION - HOW THIS COULD LOOK
Existing brick details Examples of new details

New aluminium 
composite windows

Corduroy detail 
between windows

Corduroy brick  
& soldier course 
at ground floor

Brick slips: 

• New bricks give the buildings a 
fresh new look

• Bricks to match existing to 
preserve character

• Made exactly like standard bricks

• Do not require their own structure 
or foundations 



WINDOWS AND DOORS

Before After

KEY

  Heat escaping

Improving the performance of 
windows and doors will:

• Reduce heat escaping 

• Eliminate cold draughts



Warm, stale air is 
extracted from kitchen 
and bathroom 

Fresh air from outside 
brought into the home

Incoming air is filtered 
and brought up to room 
temperature

Fresh, filtered air delivered 
to living room and bedrooms

Heat from this air is captured 
to warm up incoming air

VENTILATION

Mechanical Ventilation with Heat 
Recovery (MVHR)

• Ventilation stops damp and mould, 
particularly when homes have been 
insulated. 

• Mechanical ventilation means 
fresh air can be circulated without 
opening windows and losing heat. 

• Helps prevent overheating 

• The equipment is shown in this 
image and will be located in your 
kitchen. It is the size of a high level 
wall cupboard 

• Windows will still be openable.



2 - Example of 
electric shower

3 - Example 
of under sink 
hot water 
heater

1 - Example 
of wall mounted 
electric radiator

HEATING AND HOT WATER

1

1
2

3

Remove gas and move to 
electric heating and hot water.

• Likely to be an efficient electric 
boiler or ‘direct electric’. 

• Direct electric means that water 
is heated close to each tap, with 
a small box under each sink and 
in the bath/shower. 

• Radiators will also be electric,  
simply plugged into the wall.

Benefits:

• Equipment is small
• Simple to operate



KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS

New kitchens and bathrooms for 
tenants (resident leaseholders 
can choose to buy-in) 

• Options to reconfigure these 
rooms 

• Bath or shower - your choice

Existing Two toilets

Larger kitchen with bath Larger kitchen with shower

Example showers

Indicative bathroom and kitchen configurations



ACCESS AND WALKWAYSACCESS WALKWAYS

Improved access space 

• The walls of access walkways will 
also be insulated externally

• To maintain the walkway width the 
existing brick balustrade could be 
replaced with a thinner material 
such as metal.



ACCESS AND WALKWAYSACCESS WALKWAYS - HOW THIS COULD LOOK

Improved access walkways

• We are exploring the design of 
these new balustrades to create 
a fresh look but also reflect the 
existing buildings. 

• Balustrades must remain solid for 
safe fire escape. 

• We are looking to re-provide 
planter boxes as part of the 
design.

Example metal 
balustrades



 

Old Barnsbury Estate Visual Snips from Designer 

 
 

 

SOLAR PANELS

Sustainable energy sources 
 
We are looking at the potential for 
solar panels to be added to Old 
Barnsbury. 

• Potential for residents to benefit 
from the energy produced. 

• The orientation and angle of the 
roofs is important.



DESIGN, LANDSCAPE AND ACCESS STATEMENT  JUNE 2022   29

L A N D S C A P E  S T R AT E G Y

RPLAN New Connection to New Barnsbury 
• New accessible pedestrian  
connection linking the green walk with Charlotte Terrace 
in New Barnsbury

South Courtyard 
• Creating a shared courtyard that is  
greener, tidier and safer for pedestrians  
and children.

Transformed play 
• Fully renovated dedicated playground with a range 
of equipment to meet the needs of different ages and 
abilities. Seating for parents. 

Green walk 
• A quiet green link for residents  
connecting Charlotte Terrace with Barnsbury Road. This 
will be open in the day and locked at night.
• A green and pleasant route that  
connects the outdoor spaces and passes  
by the Allotments

Old Barnsbury Courtyards
• The parking areas of Old Barnsbury  
will be transformed to create a more pleasant 
environment for everyone.  
Some parking spaces will be removed for planting. 

Accessible ramp 
• Accessible pedestrian link for all  

Improved Barnsbury Road park 
• Enriched landscape that celebrates nature. 
• Quiet garden respecting the neighbours 
• Creating calm green spaces. Increased planting and 
borders. Locked at night. Access 8am – 8pm  

Bin and cycle stores 
• New bin and cycle stores will be  
integrated into the landscape.

Allotments
• No changes proposed. There is an active Allotment Club 
(requires membership), who wish for the allotment space 
to remain as is.
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7.1  Visualisations

1

Green walk running south of Samford House and the allotments

YOU
ARE

HERE

Accessible ramp
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7.1  Visualisations

1

Green walk running south of Samford House and the allotments

YOU
ARE

HERE

2

Accessible ramp looking east into Old barnsbury from Charlotte Terrace

YOU
ARE

HERE

LANDSCAPE

Previous proposals 

• The improvements to outside 
spaces remain part of the 
proposals and will be phased as 
part of the transformation of Old 
Barnsbury.



PROGRAMME IMPROVEMENTS

Programme updates 

• Fisher House – planning 
application for these more 
ambitious proposals 

• Potential for internal works to 
other blocks to come forward 
sooner 

• Landscape works to be phased

PROGRAMME IMP



NEXT STEPS

If you have any 
questions or additional 
comments, please 
continue to get in touch 
on:

BEST@newlon.org.uk
020 3234 2221

INDICATIVE TIMELINE

May 2023 to Autumn 2023
Resident workshops

Autumn 2023
Planning application 
submitted to Islington Council

Winter 2023 / 2024
Planning committee decision target

Spring 2024
Target building works starting 
on blocks

2025 / 2026
Works commence on landscaping

2030
Estimated project completion
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NEXT STEPS

If you have any 
questions or additional 
comments, please 
continue to get in touch 
on:

BEST@newlon.org.uk
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ANY QUESTIONS?

If you have any questions 
or additional comments, 
please continue to get in 

touch on:

BEST@newlon.org.uk
020 3234 2221


